
Mission Statement 
 

The Navy League of the of the United States is a civilian organization dedicated to informing 
the American people and their government that the United States of America is a maritime 

nation and that its national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea 
services – United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and 

United States Merchant Marine.   
 

Objectives 
 

♦ To foster and maintain interest in a strong Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant 
Marine as integral parts of a sound national defense and vital to the freedom of the United States. 

 

♦ To serve as a means of educating and informing the American people with regard to the role of 
sea power in the nuclear age and the problems involved in maintaining strong defenses in that 
environment. 

  

♦ To improve the understanding and appreciation of those who wear the uniforms of our armed 
forces and to better the conditions under which they live and serve. 

 

♦ To provide support and recognition for the Reserve forces in our communities in order that we 
may continue to have a capable and responsive Reserve. 

 

♦ To educate and train our youth in the customs and traditions of the Navy, the Marine Corps, the 
Coast Guard and the Merchant Marine through the means of an active and vigorous Naval Sea 
Cadet Corps. 

The Navy League of the United States is a 501(c)(3) organization of more than 60,000 members  
dedicated to nonpartisan, enhanced public understanding of the missions and challenges facing 

today’s Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and Merchant Marine, as well as advocating for the well-being of the  
men and women of each service.  
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The St. Augustine council of the Navy League of the United States (NLUS) has over 200 members in 
the greater St. Augustine/Palm Coast area.  As a NLUS council it upholds the mission and objectives 
of the national organization through the adoption and support of various military units here in 
Northeast Florida.  These units are described on the following pages.   
 

We recognize individual men and women of these units through presentations of awards for Sailor, 
Marine or Coast Guard person of the quarter and of the year as designated by their respective 
commands.  We have developed a reading program and supply books to each of the units we 
support.  The council also sponsors its own Sea Cadet Battalion and presents awards and 
scholarship grants to the outstanding graduates of the JROTC units in four area High Schools.  We 
also host various events over the course of the year at which the general public can be educated 
about the importance of the role our sea services play in our national defense. 
 

We welcome local businesses in our service area as either corporate or affiliate members, as well as 
individuals, whether they have had military experience or not.  We also seek sponsorship in our fund 
raising events, such as our annual golf tournament.  All funds raised benefit the units we support . 



USS Klakring (FFG 42) -  As a member of DESRON 14, the USS KLAKRING 
is home ported in Mayport, Florida,.  and is named after Rear Admiral Thomas 
Klakring, a daring World War II submarine commander. The guided missile frigates 
(FFG) were designed as cost efficient surface combatants to bring an anti-air warfare 
(AAW) capability to the frigate mission.  Frigates fulfill a Protection of Shipping (POS) 
mission as Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) combatants for amphibious expeditionary 
forces, underway replenishment groups and merchant convoys.  The FFG class is a 
robust platform, capable of withstanding considerable damage. This "toughness" was 

aptly demonstrated when USS Samuel B. Roberts struck a mine and USS Stark was hit by two Exocet 
cruise missiles. In both cases the ships survived, were repaired and returned to the fleet.  

United States Navy 
 

DESRON 14 - Destroyer Squadron 14 (CDS 14) is the Navy’s largest destroyer 
squadron and is home ported in Mayport, Florida.  As Common Support 
Directorate (CSD) and also the head of FFG class of  Destroyers, CDS 14 
responsibilities are three-fold..  As an Immediate Superior in Command (ISIC) of 13 
warships, CDS 14 oversees the tactical proficiency, administrative support, and 
material readiness of these ships in order to ensure they are ready to deploy to the 
oceans of the world.  In addition to serving ISIC for these 13 ships, CDS 14 serves 
as Hurricane Sortie Commander for Pascagoula MS and also serves as COMSECONDFLT 
Coordinating Authority for Anti-Terrorism and Force Protection.  In addition to these roles, CDS 14 has 
the added responsibility of providing medical, career counselor, religious, manpower management and 
equal opportunity support to 13 ships home ported in Pascagoula MS and Mayport FL.  

USS Farragut (DDG 99) - A member of DESRON 24, the USS FARRAGUT 
bears one of the proudest names in American Naval history, Admiral David Farragut.  
Commissioned on June 10th, 2006, USS FARRAGUT is the 76th Aegis warship in 
the U.S. Fleet.  The Arleigh Burke Class Guided Missile Destroyer houses the latest 
technology to fulfill any offensive or defensive tasking.  Her motto, "Prepared for 
Battle" was developed out of understanding for her mission.  The Farragut’s mission 
is to be prepared to conduct prompt, sustained combat operations at sea in support 
of national policy.  The ship is designed to operate independently or as part of 

surface, expeditionary or aircraft strike groups in extreme air, surface and undersea threat 
environments.  To accomplish this, the crew uses a variety of sensors to detect, classify and track 
hundreds of potential targets simultaneously in the air, on the surface and under the sea.  To engage 
and destroy hostile targets, the ship is outfitted with the most lethal arsenal ever put to sea, consisting 
of surface-to-air, surface-to-surface missiles, torpedoes, 5” gun and electronic decoys.  

    

VR58 -  VR-58 is one of fourteen Navy logistics support squadrons stationed 
throughout the United States and operates out of NAS Jacksonville.  As a Naval Air 
Force Reserve squadron, the “Sunseekers” of VR-58 are comprised of over 250 
professionals, both active duty personnel and selected reservists.  The squadron 
provides around the clock, worldwide logistics support to all DOD agencies.  VR-58 
operates a Boeing C-40A Clipper which can carry 121 passengers, 30,000 lbs. of 
cargo, or a combination of both.  Squadron missions include logistic support flights 
throughout the United States, Caribbean, Central and South America, Middle East, Europe, 
Mediterranean and Western Pacific.  VR-58 flies support missions for military operations like Northern 
Watch, Desert Shield/Storm, Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, as well as humanitarian missions for 
Tsunami, US Hurricane and Pakistan Earthquake Relief.  In addition, the Sunseekers are often tasked 
to fly Congressional Delegations and their staffs on worldwide missions. 



United States Navy 
USS Hue City (CG 66) - The mission of the HUE CITY is to conduct prompt, 
sustained combat operations at sea in support of a carrier battle group or amphibious 
assault group.  HUE CITY has been designed to defend against saturation attacks 
involving enemy surface ships, submarines, aircraft and missiles.  Additionally HUE 
CITY is able to engage in offensive actions against the enemy through employment of 
long range anti-shipping missiles, land attack missiles and naval gunfire.   
 

At the heart of HUE CITY is the Aegis Weapon System, the most advanced 
integration of electronic detection, engagement, and control equipment in the world 

today.  The Aegis Weapon System, combined with the Vertical Launching System and the SPY radar, 
allows HUE CITY to fire more missiles and guide them in flight with greater accuracy than any existing 
system.  Four powerful, quick-response gas turbine engines give HUE CITY the ability to reach 
speeds in excess of 30 knots. 

United States Coast Guard 
Sector Jacksonville -  Sector Jacksonville was established on August 16, 
2005 from the reorganization and consolidation of Group Mayport, Base 
Mayport. Located on six acres of land adjacent to Naval Station Mayport Sector 
Jacksonville provides unified command and control for accomplishing Coast 
Guard mission objectives.   
 

Sector Jacksonville’s area of Responsibility (AOR) encompasses 40,000 square 
miles of ocean and inland waterways.  Within this AOR are 190 miles of coastline 
stretching from King’s Bay, GA to Port Malabar, FL.  Along this coastline are 10 
inlets, most of which provide safe passage to inland waterways.  To cover this diverse and challenging 
AOR, Sector Jacksonville utilizes Multi-Mission Station Mayport and Security Detachment Mayport, 
Station Ponce de Leon Inlet, and Station Port Canaveral, FL. In addition, Sector Jacksonville is parent 
command to four cutters, MARIA BRAY, KINGFISHER, SHRIKE, HAMMER, two Aids to Navigation 
teams located at Ponce de Leon and Jacksonville Beach and MSD Canaveral. 
 

The Sector is responsible for all Coast Guard Missions in the Jacksonville Captain of the Port (COTP) 
zone and AOR including Search and Rescue, Ports Waterways and Coastal Security, Waterways 
Management, Maritime Homeland Security, Marine Science Activities, Aids to Navigation, and finally 
Command and Logistical Support. 

HITRON (Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron) aircrews will deploy aboard 
Coast Guard cutters for thirty to sixty day deployments.  While on deployment, go-
fast boats are searched for not only by the HITRON helicopter but also by shore 
based maritime patrol aircraft (MPA).  If an MPA locates a go-fast, the HITRON crew 
will launch from the cutter to intercept it. The crew will approach the suspect vessel 
with weapons trained on the vessel and will confirm the nationality or lack of nation 
status and whether the vessel is in fact a suspect smuggling vessel.  The aircrew 
will then attempt to convince the boat crew to stop through the use of sirens, loud 
speakers, visual hand signals, and radio communications.  

  

If the suspect vessel fails to stop after numerous visual and verbal warnings, the helicopter crew will 
take up a firing position alongside the go-fast and the aerial gunner will fire warning shots across their 
bow.  If the warning shots do not convince the suspects to stop, the gunner will attempt to disable the 
vessel by shooting out its engines with a .50 caliber precision rifle.  Go-fasts usually have multiple 
outboard engines and the gunner will continue to fire into these engines until the suspects stop or 
they are forced to stop. Once the vessel is stopped, it will be boarded by the over-the-Horizon boat's 
boarding team.  Since its inception HITRON has confiscated over $10B in drugs. 



United States Marines 

Blount Island Command - In 1986, the Marine Corps established the 
Biennial Maintenance Command (BMC) at Blount Island, Jacksonville, 
Florida.  In 1989, Blount Island Command was established as a subordinate 
command to Marine Corps Logistics Bases, Albany, Georgia.  Today, Blount 
Island Command is assigned under Marine Corps Logistics Command, Albany, 
Georgia and is responsible for the Maritime Prepositioning Ships (MPS) 
Maintenance Cycle (MMC) operations and oversight of the Marine Corps 
Prepositioning Program – Norway (MCPP-N).  The MPF concept provides for 
rapid deployment of personnel and equipment of a Marine Air Ground Task 
Force (MAGTF), by aircraft, to link up with prepositioned equipment and supplies embarked aboard 
forward deployed Maritime Prepositioning Ships (MPS).  The importance of prepositioning programs 
to the defense of our nation has been demonstrated numerous times since their conception; 
highlighted during contingency operations DESERT STORM and IRAQI FREEDOM. 

Junior ROTC Programs   
The NAVY JROTC program is conducted at accredited secondary schools through-
out the nation, by instructors who are retired Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 
officers and enlisted personnel. The NJROTC curriculum emphasizes citizenship and 
leadership development, as well as our maritime heritage, the significance of sea 
power, and naval topics such as the fundamentals of naval operations, seamanship, 
navigation and meteorology.   

 
The ARMY JROTC program prepares high school students for leadership roles while 
making them aware of their rights, responsibilities, and privileges as American citizens. It 
is a stimuli for promoting graduation from high school and it provides instruction and 
rewarding opportunities which will benefit the student, community, and nation.   

The AIR FORCE JROTC program is designed to educate and train high school 
cadets in citizenship, promote community service, instill responsibility, character, 
and self-discipline, and provide instruction in air and space fundamentals.  The 
program is grounded in the Air Force core values of integrity first, service before 
self, and excellence in all we do. The curriculum emphasizes the Air Force heritage 
and traditions, the development of flight, applied flight sciences, military aerospace 
policies, and space exploration. 

Naval Sea Cadets 
On 03/25/10, the St. Augustine Council formally adopted St. Augustine Battalion, 
Sea Cadet Corps (NSCC), Unit Code 062AUG. The Naval Sea Cadet Corps 
(NSCC) is for American youth ages 13-17 who have a desire to learn about the 
Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine. Sea Cadets are 
authorized by the Secretary of the Navy to wear Navy uniforms appropriately 
marked with the Sea Cadet Corps insignia. The objectives of the Sea Cadet 
program are to introduce youth to naval life, to develop in them a sense of pride, 
patriotism, courage, and self-reliance, and to maintain an environment free of drugs 

and gangs.  Under the Cadets Corps umbrella is the Navy League Cadet Corps (NLCC) for boys and 
girls, at least 11 but not yet 14 years old, who are interested in the sea and ships, and our nations 
seagoing services. The Navy League program is designed to introduce young people to maritime and 
military life, and to prepare them for later entrance into the Naval Sea Cadet Corps.  


